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THE COURT: Anything else?

MS. EASTMAN: All I'm saying, Judge, 1is
with the record that I've just made for you, it's
coming back.

THE COQURT: Well, so what? It's not
going to come back.

MS. EASTMAN: 1It's going to come back.

THE COURT: This is a very competent
attorney and she -- she's going to do a good job.
What makes you think it's going to come back?

MS. EASTMAN: Well, aside from the fact
that I just put on the record that she started
discovery on Friday --

THE COURT: Well, she indicates that
she's got other sources so she doesn't have to
disclose to you everything -- how she's preparing
her case.

MS. EASTMAN: But I don't -- Judge, I
don't even know what the motion to suppress is. I
don't even know any of these. Perhaps counsel
can, you know, advise me of what the grounds of

her suppression. Which of the multiple statements
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she's moving to suppress. I don't even know
anything of that, and we're supposed to do that on
Monday morning?

THE COURT: All of them? All of the
statements? Why don't you just assume all of the
Statements.

MS. EASTMAN: On what grounds, Judge?

MS. HICKS: Judge, it's hard to make that
determination without having the interpreter
review all of the tapes. Part of them are in
English and part of them in Amharic.

THE COURT: Well, I say you better get
started.

MS. HICKS: Judge, this is clearly
unreasonable, and I will state to the Court, even
though I am an experienced attorney and can be
prepared to go through the motions of a trial, it
will amount to ineffective assistance of counsel,
and I agree with Ms. Eastman. It will come back,
and it's not necessary. He's being held without
bond.

THE COURT: For a year.
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MS. HICKS: Again, Judge, six months --
six months of that for restoration of competency.
You should continue this case.

THE COURT: He came in last week wanting
to renew that motion for competency, but it was
phrased in, I need more education.

MS. HICKS: But, Judge, part of the law
is that the defendant should be able to assist his
counsel in his defense.

THE COURT: I understand.

MS. HICKS: And if he can't make a
decision based on the legal terms because he
doesn't understand that --

THE COURT: He can make a decision. I
think he's playing you like a fiddle.

MS. HICKS: The Court should grant this
motion. We're asking you respectfully to do so.

MS. EASTMAN: I'm asking the Court to do
the same thing, but with assurances that I have
counsel who's going to do the work.

THE COURT: You want this Court to grant

a continuance, remove counsel, substitute new
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counsel to come in, and in two months or less come
up to speed for a murder trial.

MS. EASTMAN: She just started discovery
on Friday, Judge. I mean, what does that amount
to? What does that amount to? Counsel has told
the Cogrt that to proceed to trial on Monday would
be inadequate representation because she's not
prepared to go to trial on Monday. It's not like
she's prepared to go to trial on Monday and if you
appoint somebody else, they would be not prepared
to go to trial in two months.

Why we're at this point, I don't know.
It's —— it's —-- it shouldn't happen, and I agree
with the Court's sentiments that it shouldn't
happen. We shouldn't have to continue this case.
The parties should be ready to go on Monday.

We're ready to go on Monday if the Court insists
upon it, but despite my advantage, I have to urge
the Court to do that.

But I don't know that if you continue it
for two months that much is going to change.

We've had a year to be prepared for trial and
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we're not there. She said she's not properly
prepared to go to trial after a year of
representing this defendant, so perhaps I don't
have standing, but I think the Court can make
certain factual conclusions about the importance
of aprinting counsel who would be ready for trial
on a next trial date.

THE COURT: The motion for continuance is
granted. The motion to remove counsel is denied.

What date do you want?

MS. HICKS: As I said on the 8th, Judge,
early September date should be sufficient.

THE COURT: How long is it going to take?

MS. HICKS: It was originally set for
four days, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Four days?

MS. HICKS: It was.

MS. EASTMAN: Is September 28th
available?

THE COURT: I'm sorry. I didn't hear
you, counsel.

MS. EASTMAN: TIs September 28th

M.A.R. REPORTING GROUP

Professional Court Reporters
www.mar-reporting.com
(703) 534-1225

PLATT & DAWSON



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

18

available?
THE COURT:
MS. HICKS:
MS. EASTMAN:

week before. I mean,

THE COURT:
nonjury?
MS. HICKS:
MS. EASTMAN:
THE COURT:
more continuances.
MS. HICKS:

(Whereupon,

were concluded.)

September 28 is available.
Is the week before available?

No. I have a three-day

trial starting with one of your assistants the

on the 15th.
September 28. Jury or
Defendant waives, Your Honor.
Commonwealth does not.

No

With a jury, four days.

Yes, sir.

the proceedings at 10:11 a.m.
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that the foregoing proceedings were taken by me in
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under my supervision; that I am neither counsel
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were taken; and further, that I am not a relative
or employee of any attorney or counsel employed by
the parties hereto, nor financially or otherwise

interested in the outcome of the action.
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